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Some Important Things- Do Read 

Hey Amigo! !

Thank you for choosing our books and courses. We are thrilled to be a part of your journey! Before you dive in, 
here are two important things to keep in mind:

1. Conceptual Clarity is Key: While no single book can predict every specific question from 
past papers, we have designed this material to master the concepts. Our goal is to give you the 
confidence to tackle any Legal Aptitude question that comes your way, regardless of how it's twisted.

2. Bonus Audio Lessons: We’ve included special audio lessons (in US English) to help explain 
complex legal concepts. Pro Tip: Listen to these before you start reading to build a foundation, and 
listen again after you finish as a revision tool.

Why We Do What We Do We are a small team of people just like you, striving to make semester prep easy, 
stress-free, and affordable.

You might have noticed we are no longer on Amazon or Flipkart. To avoid high platform fees and keep our 
resources affordable for the student community, we now sell exclusively through our own website. As a small 
team competing with big companies, your direct support means the world to us.

Help Us Grow Many of you have recommended us to friends without us even asking—that is exactly what 
keeps us going! If you find this book helpful, please continue spreading the word. It truly helps us create quality 
resources for students like you.

We always value your feedback, so please let us know how we can improve.

All the best for your exams!

Thanks again, and all the best for your exams!
 — Team Few Helping Turtles

[P.S. Don't forget to send us a sweet box after you get good rank your exams! "  

Just joking—your success is the bigger sweet box we could ask for. But please do let us know how you 
did. We'd love to celebrate with you]
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1. Subject : Constitutional Law 

Chapter 1: Introduction, Preamble & Territory 

T. Genesis of the Constitution – Cabinet Mission Plan (1946)  
The Genesis of the Constitution of India is not an isolated event but the culmination of a long struggle for 
self-rule. While earlier attempts like the August Offer (1940) and the Cripps Mission (1942) failed to satisfy 
Indian aspirations, the decisive turning point was the Cabinet Mission Plan of 1946.
Sent by the British Prime Minister Clement Attlee, this high-powered mission arrived in India to negotiate the 
transfer of power and to set up a mechanism for drafting independent India's Constitution. It effectively rejected 
the demand for a full-fledged sovereign Pakistan initially and laid the legal and structural foundation for the 
Constituent Assembly of India.

Statutory/Historical Instrument
• Primary Instrument: The Cabinet Mission Plan, May 16, 1946
• Subsequent Legal Basis: The Indian Independence Act, 1947 (which gave statutory recognition to 

the Constituent Assembly).
Note: Unlike criminal law s where we cite BNS/BNSS, this  relies on historical constitutional documents which 
serve as the "Gruinorm" or source of authority for the Constitution itself.

Key Essentials/Ingredients
The Cabinet Mission Plan proposed a three-tier structure to balance the demand for a strong centre (Congress 
view) and autonomous Muslim-majority areas (Muslim League view):

• Rejection of Full Pakistan: The Mission explicitly rejected the demand for a separate, sovereign state 
of Pakistan, citing administrative, economic, and military impracticability.

• Union of India: Proposed a loose confederation where the Union Centre would control only Defense, 
Foreign Affairs, and Communications.

• Three-Tier Grouping System:

◦ Group A: Hindu-majority provinces (Madras, Bombay, UP, Bihar, Central Provinces, Orissa).

◦ Group B: Muslim-majority provinces in the North-West (Punjab, NWFP, Sind).

◦ Group C: Muslim-majority provinces in the North-East (Bengal, Assam).

• Constituent Assembly Formation: It laid down the method for forming the Constituent Assembly 
through indirect elections by the Provincial Legislative Assemblies.

1. The Breakdown of the Plan
The Mission proposed a complex federal structure. All subjects other than the three Union subjects (Defense, 
Foreign Affairs, Communications) and all residuary powers were to be vested in the Provinces. This was a 
major departure from the 1935 Act where residuary powers were with the Governor-General (and now with the 
Centre under Article 248).
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2. The Method of Election
The Constituent Assembly was to be a partly elected and partly nominated body:

• British India: 296 seats allotted. Members were elected indirectly by the members of the Provincial 
Legislative Assemblies using the method of Proportional Representation with the Single 
Transferable Vote.

• Princely States: 93 seats allotted. Members were to be nominated by the heads of the Princely States.
3. The "Grouping" Controversy
The most contentious part was the "Grouping Clause." The Muslim League interpreted the grouping as 
mandatory (a stepping stone to Pakistan), while the Indian National Congress interpreted it as optional 
(provinces could opt out). This disagreement eventually led to the partition, but the initial structure of the 
Constituent Assembly remained based on this Plan.
4. Important Concepts Constituent Assembly Strength

• Total Strength Proposed: 389
• Post-Partition Strength: 299 (after Muslim League members from Pakistan areas withdrew).

Landmark Context
While there are no "court cases" for the Mission itself, the legal interpretation of the Constituent Assembly's 
powers has been debated in:

• Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala (1973):

◦ Relevance: The Supreme Court held that the Constitution is supreme. However, in understanding 
the "Basic Structure," the court often looks back at the Constituent Assembly Debates (CAD) 
which were constituted under this very Cabinet Mission Plan. The "intent of the framers" 
derived from these proceedings helps interpret the Constitution today.

Real-World Illustration
The "Society By-Laws" Analogy: Imagine a large housing society (India) trying to write its own rulebook 
(Constitution) to become independent from a builder (British).

• The Cabinet Mission acts like a mediator who says, "We will leave, but first, you need a committee to 
write the rules."

• They suggest, "Don't divide the society into two different compounds (Pakistan) yet. Instead, let the 
North Block and South Block have their own mini-rules (Grouping), but share the main gate and 
security (Defense/Foreign Affairs) together."

• The residents (Provinces) then vote to pick representatives to sit in the clubhouse (Constituent 
Assembly) and write the final rulebook.

T. Cabinet Mission Members –   
The Cabinet Mission (1946) derived its name and gravitas from the fact that its members were not mere 
bureaucrats or viceroys, but three serving Cabinet Ministers of the British Government. This signaled that the 
British were finally serious about the "Transfer of Power." The composition of the team was carefully balanced 
to include political authority, legal intellect, and military strategy.

Statutory/Historical Authority
The members were appointed by Prime Minister Clement Attlee and operated with the full authority of the 
British Parliament to negotiate a settlement that would allow Britain to withdraw from India gracefully.
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Key Essentials/Ingredients
The "Trinity" of the Mission comprised:

1. Lord Pethick-Lawrence: The Chairman and official head of the mission.
2. Sir Stafford Cripps: The intellectual architect and primary negotiator.
3. A.V. Alexander: The strategist representing British defense interests.

1. Lord Pethick-Lawrence (Secretary of State for India)
• Role: Chairman of the Mission.
• Significance: As the Secretary of State for India, he was the highest-ranking official responsible for 

Indian affairs in the British Cabinet.
• Stance: He was a long-time friend of India and a proponent of women's suffrage. His presence lent 

official legitimacy to the talks. He focused on keeping the temper of the negotiations calm during heated 
debates between the Congress and the League.

2. Sir Stafford Cripps (President of the Board of Trade)
• Role: The "Brain" of the Mission.
• Significance: He had previously led the failed Cripps Mission (1942). Despite that failure, he was 

respected by Indian leaders like Nehru for his intellect and socialist leanings.
• Contribution: He drafted the complex legal framework of the Plan, including the three-tier grouping 

system. He was credited with finding the "middle path" between Jinnah's demand for Pakistan and 
Congress's demand for a United India.

3. A.V. Alexander (First Lord of the Admiralty)
• Role: The "Conservative" voice and Defense Expert.
• Significance: As the First Lord of the Admiralty (Navy Minister), his primary concern was the 

strategic defense of the Indian Ocean region post-independence.
• Stance: He was more cautious and conservative than Cripps or Lawrence. He ensured that whatever 

structure was proposed (United India vs. Partition) would not jeopardize British military interests or the 
safety of the Commonwealth routes.

Landmark Context
Cripps Mission (1942) vs. Cabinet Mission (1946): It is vital to distinguish Cripps' two visits:

• 1942 (Solo): Proposed Dominion Status (rejected by Gandhi as a "post-dated cheque").
• 1946 (With Team): Proposed immediate mechanism for Independence and a Constituent Assembly. 

The presence of Pethick-Lawrence and Alexander in 1946 meant the British government was fully 
committed this time, unlike the tentative nature of the 1942 offer.

T. The Constituent Assembly – Drafting Timeline & Key Committees 
The Constituent Assembly of India was the sovereign body formed to draft the Constitution of independent 
India. Functioning simultaneously as India's first Parliament (Dominion Legislature) and its Constitution-
making body, it undertook the colossal task of knitting together a diverse nation into a single legal fabric. It was 
not merely a political gathering but a congregation of the finest legal and administrative minds of the era.
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Statutory/Historical Authority

• Origin: Constituted under the Cabinet Mission Plan (1946).
• Sovereign Status: Conferred by the Indian Independence Act, 1947, which allowed the Assembly to 

abrogate or alter any British law (including the Independence Act itself).

Key Essentials/Ingredients
To understand the magnitude of the task, the following facts are critical for legal aptitude:

• First Meeting: December 9, 1946 (Boycotted by the Muslim League).
• Total Duration: 2 Years, 11 Months, and 18 Days.
• Sessions: 11 sessions covering 165 days of actual work.

• Total Expenditure: Approximately ₹64 Lakhs.

• Drafting Committee Established: August 29, 1947.
• Date of Adoption: November 26, 1949 (Constitution Day).

1. The Timeline of Destiny
• Dec 9, 1946: The first meeting was held. Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha, the oldest member, was elected 

as the temporary President (following the French practice).
• Dec 11, 1946: Dr. Rajendra Prasad was elected as the permanent President of the Assembly. H.C. 

Mukherjee was the Vice-President, and B.N. Rau was appointed as the Constitutional Advisor.
• Dec 13, 1946: Jawaharlal Nehru moved the historic "Objectives Resolution," which laid down the 

philosophy of the Constitution (this later evolved into the Preamble).
• Jan 22, 1947: The Assembly unanimously adopted the Objectives Resolution.

2. The Engine Room: Key Committees
The Assembly worked through various committees to focus on specific substantive and procedural areas.
A. The Drafting Committee (Most Important)

• Chairman: Dr. B.R. Ambedkar (The Father of the Indian Constitution).

• Members (The "Seven Lamps"):
1. N. Gopalaswami Ayyangar
2. Alladi Krishnaswami Ayyar
3. Dr. K.M. Munshi
4. Syed Mohammad Saadulla
5. N. Madhava Rau (Replaced B.L. Mitter due to ill health)
6. T.T. Krishnamachari (Replaced D.P. Khaitan due to death)

B. Major Committees & Chairmen
• Union Powers Committee: Jawaharlal Nehru
• Union Constitution Committee: Jawaharlal Nehru
• Provincial Constitution Committee: Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
• Advisory Committee on Fundamental Rights & Minorities: Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
• Rules of Procedure Committee: Dr. Rajendra Prasad
• Steering Committee: Dr. Rajendra Prasad
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3. Dual Role of the Assembly (Post-1947)
After independence (Aug 15, 1947), the Assembly performed two distinct functions until the first general 
elections in 1951-52:

1. Constituent Body: Chaired by Dr. Rajendra Prasad (Task: Drafting the Constitution).
2. Legislative Body: Chaired by G.V. Mavalankar (Task: Enacting ordinary laws).

Landmark Context
Relevance of Constituent Assembly Debates (CAD):

• Case: Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala (1973) and Indra Sawhney v. Union of India (1992).
• Legal Principle: When the text of the Constitution is ambiguous, the Judiciary refers to the 

Constituent Assembly Debates to understand the "intent of the framers." For instance, the debates 
clarify why "Due Process of Law" was originally dropped in favor of "Procedure Established by Law" 
(though later expanded by the Judiciary).

T. Drafting Facts – The Art & Calligraphy of the Original Constitution 
The Constitution of India is not just a legal document; it is a work of art. Unlike modern constitutions which are 
typed and printed, the original Constitution of India was entirely handwritten and hand-painted. It stands as 
the longest handwritten constitution in the world, symbolizing the "Soul of India" through its calligraphy and 
illustrations that depict India's civilizational history.

Statutory/Historical Authority
• Authority: The Constituent Assembly officially authorized the calligraphy and decoration to ensure the 

document reflected Indian heritage.
• Preservation: The original copies (Hindi and English) are preserved in helium-filled cases within the 

Library of the Parliament of India to prevent oxidation and decay.

Key Essentials/Ingredients
For Legal GK and aptitude, remember these specific names and facts:

• Calligrapher: Prem Behari Narain Raizada (Saxena).
• Chief Artist: Nandalal Bose (from Shantiniketan).
• Preamble Artist: Beohar Rammanohar Sinha (signed as "Ram").
• Script Style: Flowing Italic style.
• Total Pages: 251 pages (English version).
• Weight: Approximately 3.75 kg.

1. The Calligrapher: Prem Behari Narain Raizada
• Appointment: When Prime Minister Nehru approached Raizada to write the Constitution, Raizada 

refused to charge a single penny.
• The Condition: His only condition was that he be allowed to write his name on every page of the 

document and the name of his grandfather (his mentor) on the last page.
• The Process: He used 303 No. pens and took six months to complete the writing in a room in the 

Constitution Hall (now Constitution Club).
2. The Artists: Nandalal Bose & Santiniketan

• Concept: Nandalal Bose and his students from Santiniketan were tasked with decorating the borders 
and illustrating the start of each Part.


